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The Initiative Foundation sel
RREAL as one of six winne
its 2009 Initiative Award.

Since 2000, the Initiative Aw
have recognized the work
dedication of individua
businesses, nRprofits, and
communities within t :
f ound a t-coumty Gservic website.

area. RREAL was honored £ . : RREAL would like

L. Executive Director Jason Edens with L.

17 at the St. Cloud Civic Center  winnesota Power Representatives to thank the Initiative
during a beautiful and inspiring Foundation for the
event attended by over 500 community membersor of being its 2009 Green Venture Award
and supporters. winner, and Minnesota Power for sponsoring

Each award winner received an award sculﬁﬂﬁeiwa;d' Wi_would also like to thanfl; all ?jf
commissioned by artist Michael Tonder, a$1,t86|0 ar W‘: Ing K supporlt<ers, SE’I‘ " an
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Installation Season Begins )
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The Rural Renewable Energy Alliance is off and running with
2009 installation season. We have set a lofty goal of providing
solar powered heating systems to-iB@dave families in 2009.
We have already installed systems in Pine River, Bemidiji,
Fergus Falls, and have plans to work in many more commun
. throughout Minnesota!

With this many planned installations, RREAL will need volunte
to assist with every aspect of our effort. If you have experie
| and/or interest in light construction or are willing to answer tt
'5% phone, or help in other ways please give us a call.

e v Although RREAL has been fortunate enough to partner w
e = several Community Action Agencies in order to find funding
§ 25 installations, we still have 25 unfunded Solar Assistance prc
§ in our queue for 2009. We are currently seeking funding stree
% in order to ensure that these families receive their systems be
the 2009 winter heating season.
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® Solar Assistance
Bemidji, MN
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RREAL Welcomes New..Team Members

This year, RREAL has a staff person dedicated solely to leading and
coordinating our solar installations. This move creates a vast
improvement over having these duties shared among existing staff already
busy with other projects.

Tom Kirzeder comes to us with a wealth of knowledge about
construction and using construction skills to help families in need.
Welcome Tom, we are so glad you are here!

New vigor is also being pumped into the RREAL Board of Directors with
the addition of three new board members. These three individuals bring
experience and guidance in areas that RREAL hopes will continue to thrive within the organize
community and economic development, education and job skills, and working towards ene
sustainability. All bring vital organizational manageme@@hmsightHills is the Executive

Director of the region 5 Development C&ambilMann directs the Community Education program

for the Pine River Backus Bréa Bailey-Johnson is the Sustainability Coordinator for Bemidji
State University. Welcome Cheryal, Barb, and Erika, and thanks for your commitment!

...And Says Bon Voyage To a Long Standing RRE

Graham Wright started with RREAL as an AmeriCorps VISTA member in
2006. His expertise and talent in engineeringipaldlielepbssion for
the promotion of solar energy are a crucial part of the RREAL SPF succe
story. He has continued to wadokelyith RREAL on several projects since
the conclusion of his VISTA service. Graham has been more than a contribu
to RREAL, he has been a true friend to us all. This June, Graham will move t
Portland, Oregon to further kireerin sustainable designd
Graham Wright consultingand to be closer to his farRigase help us demonstrate our deep
gratitude to Graham for all he has contributed by sending well wishes fc
gaham@wrightonsustainability.com

Tom Kirzeder

Graham, we will miss you truly, and wish you all the best!
_______________________________ \

RREAL can earn a donation every time you search the In
|

We hope that all of RREALGS Also, if you shop online, do sé
supporters will participate in this free throughGoodShop.comThey |
way to financially support our efforts. are affiliated withore than 600 |
Instead of google.com or yahoo.com, merchants including Amazon, Best
Search the web with Yahoo powered Buy, Toys R Us, and others, and a
GoodSearch.comand t heydl | donat e percentage of each purchase wjll go

a penny to RREAL each time you to RREAL! Contact tina@rreal.qrg
search! for more info. )]
I f someone you know would be interested in

SPRING 2009 would like to receive our newsletter via email, please send your request to admin@rreal.org



